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Contraption Winners 

IHS students earn top honor 

On Dec 7, gifted support students in the exploring engi-

neering scenario from Seneca Valley Intermediate High 

School took a history-making first place in the Chain Re-

action Contraption Engineering Competition at the Carne-

gie Science Center.  

This unique contest, sponsored by Westinghouse, at-

tracted 43 schools and 34 amazing contraptions from all 

over the tri-state area. The challenge this year was to build a Rube Goldberg-like machine that could fill 

a container and close it in at least 20 steps.  The IHS team created a machine that traced the history of 

science, starting with popping a "big bang" balloon that released "planetary" marbles, and ending with a 

black hole funneling these planets into a container which when shut, sealed the fate of the uni-

verse!  The winning team celebrated four clean runs and included Emerson Maloney, Tanner Quiggle, 

Cole Davis and Andrew Lingenfelter, along with supporting team members, Kobie Rankin, Cory Na-

gel, Mitch Lachat and Jeff Rodrigues.   

The team took home the first place trophy, gift cards, autographed Steelers footballs and board 

games.  Additionally, the entire school team was awarded a free field trip to the Carnegie Science Cen-

ter for having the "longest successfully running contraption."    

More than 40 Seneca Valley 

students have earned a posi-

tion in the 2012 Pennsyl-

vania Music Educators Asso-

ciation District 5 Honors 

Band. Auditions were held 

on November 13, 2012, for 

the Honors Band at West-

minster College, and 43 stu-

dents from Seneca Valley 

School District were selected 

out of 278 students from 25 

different schools to be a part 

of the 120-member band. Seneca Valley had more 

students selected than any other school. Seneca 

Valley students also earned the most first chairs 

and the most Automatic District Band chairs of any 

other school. 

District 5 is comprised of all school districts in 

Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties. To 

audition, students must be at least a freshman and 

prepare a piece from a predetermined solo list for 

each school year. These college level solos are se-

lected by the directors of District 5. The Honors 

Band participated in a three-day festival that con-

cluded with a concert in Orr Auditorium at West-

minster College on December 8, 2012. 

The following students were chosen to join the 

Honors Band: Madalyn Fritch*, Marcus Musulin, 

Alyssa Grasso, Leah Marofsky, Joshua Zahren*+, 

Sarah Johanknecht, Alex Bark*+, Hayeon Park*, 

Sarah Kochis*, Adehl Schwaderer, Daniella Ortiz, 

Ian Ferraro, Steven Lippold, Stefany Baron*+, Dan 

Singer, Julia Scanlan, Alex Taylor, Rebecca Danik, 

Conner Thompson*+, Matthew Ruwe*, Eli 

Coyle*, Jeremiah Scanlan, Jonathan Selling, 

Mitchell Weaver, Daniel Collier, Adam Johank-

necht, Daniel Eppler*+, Christina Otteni, Lauren 

Agnello, Martin Chrzanowski*+, Patrick O'Con-

nor*, Natalie Byers*, Nikkolas Paserba, Bethany 

Sager, Nathaniel Fritch, Matthew Tice, Kathryn 

Kolor, Samuel West*+, Aaron Jackson, Courtney 

Wahlstrom, Hayden Goodzinski, Brendan  

Kennelty, and Alexandra Steighner. 

* Received an automatic selection into District 

Band based on their auditioned chair at Honors 

Band.+ Earned first chair in their section. 

Seneca Valley Students Make Honors Band 
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‘Rock on,’ Dr. G  

Rowan Elementary students held a “Rockin’ Through 

the Ages” assembly to bid Dr. John Giancola, principal, 

a fond farewell. Dr. Giancola left the district earlier this 

month to take a position with Intermediate Unit 3.  

Ms. Nannette Farmar is currently serving as acting 

principal. 

Aaron Reichert, a Seneca Valley sopho-

more and life scout with Troop 360 in 

Middle Lancaster Twp., built two garden 

walls in the CVE garden in preparation 

for his Eagle Scout candidacy.  He earned 

his arrow of light with the pack, is a den 

chief, a patrol leader, and has also held 

the position of senior patrol leader.  For 

this project, 13 tons of gravel and 100 feet 

of drain pipe were used, and 27 different 

volunteers assisted.   Two very secure 

walls were built with a focus on safety 

and longevity in the school garden.  The 

project was a long term goal for CVE but, 

with Aarons assist and the CVE PTO, this 

goal was accomplished in record time.  

On behalf of CVE, Seneca Valley thanks 

Aaron and company for all of their  

efforts! 

More to the eye 

CVE’s garden was part of Eagle Scout Project 

http://www.pittsburghmoves.com/real_estate_agent/947/Teresa-Gadberry.aspx
http://mosesjewelers.com/diamond-jewelry.php
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Storybook Forest comes to Evans City 

The Evans City School community came together on Thursday, De-

cember 6, for the 2012 Storybook Forest event where a love of read-

ing was shared by all.  Sponsored and created by the Evans City Liter-

acy Committee, the event is in its second year and benefitted the local 

food bank, Children’s Hospital, and the Evans City Literacy 

Fund.  The event featured trees decorated by buddy classes from both 

Evans City Elementary and Evans City Middle School.  Each tree was 

based on a story book that was shared with a buddy class. Alongside 

of the trees were baskets of donated items representing the tree theme, 

and each basket is being raffled off to raise money for the above men-

tioned charities. 

In addition to the milk and cookies in the cafeteria, a book swap was 

in full swing, as students brought in gently used books to make a swap 

or simply donate to the 

collection that will be 

given to Children’s 

Hospital.  Much to 

everyone’s delight, the 

school’s newly elected 

Literacy Representative, Princess Belle, made an ap-

pearance, as well.  Greeting guests and taking time for 

photo opportunities, Lauri Pendred, Evans City Ele-

mentary principal, said Belle was a wonderful addi-

tion to this year’s event, adding that she even pre-

sented a story time in the Library. “The event was 

certainly a great way to celebrate literacy throughout 

our schools, and the “tree”mendous efforts of our  

students, staff, and community,” she said. 
From left, are Jacob Fair, Lynn Fair and Ryan Fair  

“Belle”, as played by Patricia McNeill, 
Evans City Elementary School librarian. 

“Belle” is seen greeting one of the nearly 

900 people who attended the event.  

Students contribute to food bank  

On Dec 12, Gleaner's Food Bank in Cranberry 

Township was working hard to meet the demands 

of their monthly food distribution, certainly the 

busiest one of the year. 

For this effort, 27 student volunteers along with 

11 adult volunteers met Dec. 10 and set up bags 

and began to fill them in preparation for the dis-

tribution. Food bank officials said they were 

amazed, but not surprised, to learn that 24 of 

those volunteers were SV students, grades 7-12. 

On Tuesday evening, Dec. 11, the Seneca Valley 

Girls' Basketball Team along with head coach, 

Rob Lombardo, his family and coaching staff also 

assisted Gleaner’s in helping to make more than 

100 fruit baskets which were given to clients on 

Wednesday.  This is the third year in a row that 

the team has come in to make the baskets. Coach 

Lombardo remarked that the girls look forward to 

the task, often asking him well in advance when 

they will be able to come in to help.   

Gleaner’s has provided food to more than 110 

Cranberry Township families in need for the 

month of December. For this effort to succeed, 

many community volunteers are needed as the 

pictures show. Numerous donations of both food 

and money allowed Gleaner’s to give out extra 

bags of food.  Each month this effort involves 

hundreds of people donating time, money and 

food.  This spirit of generosity is what makes this 

community such a wonderful place to live. We 

thank our students, staff and families for being 

part of this important outreach. 

http://www.sevenfieldsdentalcare.com/
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Thinking of you 

Seneca Valley Cyber Service students joined 

members of the life skills classes to complete 

holiday cards for troops who are away from 

home this holiday. Students were sure to add 

some sugary treats to sweeten their words of 

thanks.   

A is for… 

Rotary donates dictionaries 

to SV third graders  

Victor Conrad, a member of the Cranberry Sun-

rise Rotary Club, takes a moment to pose with 

students in Amanda Breindel’s third grade class-

room at Evans City Elementary School. Mr. 

Conrad and his fellow Rotarians recently spent 

the morning delivering dictionaries to all third 

graders across the District. We thank them for 

their continued support in providing these  

dictionaries to students over many years. 

SVMS students ‘stuff the bus’ 

More than 1,100 new toys were donated through the secondary buildings and the administration center 

to help fulfill the Seneca Valley Middle School’s commitment to the Marine Corps annual Toys for 

Tots Campaign. Students collected all the toys, “stuffing” a Seneca Valley bus with items that are sure 

to bring smiles to many young faces this holiday.   To see video of the project and students “stuffing 

the bus” with their gifts, visit http://svtube.svsd.net/play.asp?

id=wieheog_20121217_083117_VO_ToysforTots2012 

Welcome! 

SV hosts 15
th

 Senior Holiday Event 

Members of the Seneca Valley Madrigals perform during the 

District’s annual Senior Holiday Event. Additional perform-

ances were also heard by members of the strings orchestra and 

jazz ensemble. Seniors were also treated to a turkey meal with 

all the trimmings, expertly served by members of our national 

honor society and student council.  Cadets in the JROTC also 

assisted throughout the program which was held at SV for the 

15th year.   

http://www.geico.com/insurance-agents/pennsylvania/pittsburgh/tim-hester/
http://gladerun.org/download/WINTER-Aft-School-Camp-Bro2013.pdf
http://svtube.svsd.net/play.asp?id=wieheog_20121217_083117_VO_ToysforTots2012
http://svtube.svsd.net/play.asp?id=wieheog_20121217_083117_VO_ToysforTots2012
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SV students receive STEM direction 

Earlier this month, the Seneca Valley Senior High 

School hosted a Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing and Math (STEM) Advisory Board Council as 

part of the district’s Engineering Certification 

Program (ECP). The board, made up of engineers 

and leaders from local business and industry, 

were there to provide technical insight, feedback 

and direction with several students’ senior pro-

jects as they relate to the ECP program.  

Seen here advising student Dean Ketterer (in 

plaid shirt) are:  

● Byron Schmit – Stantec – Electrical Engineer 

● Russ Sullivan – Stantec – Mechanical Engineer 

● Don Hackworth – Westinghouse – Engineer 

● Mike Pavelek – Seneca Landfill- Manager 

● Jacklyn Conley – BASF- Engineer 

● Mark Hall – Hall Industries - CEO 

● Mike Corb – Stantec - Architect 

 

The participating students – and their projects - included: 

● Elliot Dambaugh – turbines / recycling hydraulic fracking water 

● Dean Ketterer –   solar/ battery powered remotely operated all-terrain vehicle 

● Zachary Zezinka – converting a gasoline lawnmower engine to run on propane 

● Dan Cashdollar – Model plane / studying aerodynamic properties 

● Anthony Acquaviva – study converting sound energy to electrical energy 

● Derek Plautz - Marcellus Shale wells and community educa-

tion 

● Scott Gunther – solar power/ transportation application 

● Camren Morgan – solar power/ energy application study 

● Nisha Tiwari – computer design, technology & science / com-

munity education 

● Roy Rowland – material properties and applications as applied 

in the sport of archery 

● Nathan Kosinski – geothermal system cost analysis 

● Austin Hook – community outreach / at risk youth / STEM 

event 

Senior projects are a graduation requirement and culminating 

event for students at Seneca Valley.  

Kudos to… 

Kyra Bobak, human resources and pupil personnel director. 

Ms. Bobak was invited by Joe Bruzzese, founder and CEO 

of Sprigeo, to participate on the advisory board for this na-

tional organization. Sprigeo is an anonymous online report-

ing site created to provide reports of bullying to administra-

tors as Seneca Valley and school districts all across the 

country. Seneca Valley initiated the Sprigeo program for the 

District earlier this year. Ms. Bobak was invited to serve in 

this prestigious role due to her commitment to education 

and social change in schools.  
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See you at the line of scrimmage 

By Mary Costello, Communications Assistant 

When Don Barclay was in eighth grade, he 

became best friends with Brandon Fusco—

the kid who just moved into a house down 

the block.  Fusco was just a year older than 

Barclay, and the two became inseparable.   

“We hung out and played all kinds of sports 

together,” said Barclay.  “We dreamed about 

playing in the NFL one day.” 

The two boys lived in Cranberry Township, 

and they both attended Seneca Valley.  How 

likely is it that two boys from the same town, 

the same neighborhood—and the same 

block—would both play in the NFL one day?  

“It’s surreal,” said Fusco.  “I still can’t be-

lieve how blessed we are.” 

Both Barclay and Fusco are now starting 

offensive linemen in the NFL. Fusco made 

his first career start during the first game of 

the 2012 season for the Minnesota Vikings.  

Barclay’s first career start came on December 9, 

2012, thanks to his performance just one week 

before that—the day the Packers played the Vi-

kings. 

As the clock was winding down, thousands of 

bundled-up Packers fans cheered. Their home 

team was about to claim victory.  Don Barclay 

was on the field, in the middle of all of it, taking 

it in. 

“We had the ball, and we were kneeling it, and I 

got a chance to look around,” Barclay said.  “It 

was unbelievable.” 

The Packers-Vikings games have become a big 

rivalry in the NFL, and both players say they 

worked hard for a win.  But when the score of 23

-14 was final, the two guys were on the same 

side of the field. “After the game, we had the 

biggest hug,” said Barclay. “We had talked about 

this for so long, and it was actually happening.” 

“We kept saying, ‘I can’t believe we’re here,’” 

said Fusco.  “We’re really here, playing against 

each other in the NFL.” 

Joining the two on the field were two familiar 

faces from back home.  Their coaches from Se-

neca Valley High School, Ron Butschle and Jim 

Lucot, made the trip to Green Bay.  

Butschle was head coach of the Seneca Valley 

Raiders in 2005 and 2006, when Fusco and Bar-

clay were each in their senior year, respectively.  

Jim Lucot, a social studies teacher, was an assis-

tant coach.  They both knew Barclay, a big, 

tough lineman who protected his quarterback, 

had a lot of potential.  Barclay went on to play 

for West Virginia University, but he didn’t get 

drafted by an NFL team. 

But Barclay didn’t doubt his abilities or his 

chances of making a team, and he was signed by 

the Packers as an undrafted free agent.  By late 

summer, the rookie had made the team.  Months 

later, he was starting. 

“I never thought I wouldn’t make it,” he said. “I 

didn’t let myself think that.” 

Fusco was smaller than Barclay in high school, 

but he had high hopes, and he worked hard as a 

lineman for Slippery Rock University, a Division 

II school.  

“I wasn’t the biggest guy, and I didn’t go to the 

biggest school,” he said.  “I didn’t know I had a 

shot to make the NFL until my junior year of 

college.  I just worked as hard as I could, and I 

knew good things would happen for me.” 

NFL scouts started visiting him, and he was 

drafted as the 172nd pick in the 2011 draft by the 

Minnesota Vikings. 

“I’ll never forget that number—172,” he said.  

“When I was drafted, I was at Slippery Rock, 

surrounded by my friends, family and coaches.  I 

was in tears.  This is what I had wanted to do 

since I was a kid.” 

Barclay and Fusco said they drifted apart in col-

lege.  They were both in a new place, giving 

much of their time to football.  But they did stay 

in nearly constant contact with Coach Butschle 

and Coach Lucot—and they still do. 

“I talk to them almost every other day now,” 

Barclay said.  “After I graduated high school, 

continued 

Ron Butschle, from left, joins Brandon Fusco, Jim Lucot  

and Don Barclay on the field. 
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they helped me so much through college and 

now in the NFL.” 

Barclay and Fusco have grown close again, of-

ten texting about football and about home.  They 

say the dedication of their two coaches made 

them into the players they are and into the men 

they are.  They also say their Seneca Valley ex-

perience played a large role. 

“There were so many kids who were all so dif-

ferent,” Barclay said. “Some lived in develop-

ments, some lived on farms. But we were all part 

of one team, a great team. That says a lot.” 

“I went to Slippery Rock because it was still 

here in the area,” Fusco said. “My parents, my 

family, the Cranberry area, the Seneca Valley 

teachers and coaches…they helped me become a 

man who has good manners and respect for 

other people.  And I’m so, so thankful because 

here I am.”  

As the two NFL players, with their high school 

coaches, stood together on the field, they both 

thought about what it took to get there.  Neither 

guy was expected to be an NFL starter, but with 

the support of their family and their community, 

they had the drive and the dedication to football 

that brought them to that moment.  They both 

say they should be a lesson to all Seneca Valley 

students. 

 “Everyone says to work your hardest,” Barclay 

said. “That’s true. But you’ve got to set aside the 

distractions, like partying and hanging out, and 

just focus on getting to where you want to go.” 

“I knew I was a good player and a good person,” 

Fusco said. “I believed it and I achieved it. And 

now I am so blessed.” 

The Packers play the Minnesota Vikings one 

more time this year on Dec. 30.  And the two 

boys from the same town, the same school and 

the same street will once again be on the same 

NFL field living their dream.  

See you at the line of scrimmage, continued 

Another SV Graduate you 

should know: 

Lt. Mark Smith – SV Class of ‘05 

Lt. Mark Smith, a 2005 graduate of Seneca Valley, is currently  

stationed at Ramstein Air Force Base in Germany.  He is a pilot in 

the 37th Air Lift Squadron, flying a C-130J.  He graduated first in 

his class in pilot training in 2011, and was awarded the Daedalian 

Award for “Dedication to Military Aviation, Personal Integrity and 

Patriotism.” Married to Laura Figueroa, an Air Force captain  

working in intelligence, they are stationed in Germany. 

Success! 

SV Senior named semifinalist in state competition 

Congratulations to Seneca Valley's own Alex Pacinda! Alex placed in the semifi-

nals of the 2013 Miss Pennsylvania Teen USA Pageant held earlier this month at 

the Pittsburgh International Airport Hyatt. 

 

 

SV 8
th

 grader headed to nationals 

Aaron Wolf, an eighth grader at Seneca Valley Middle 

School, recently qualified for the Irish Dance World Cham-

pionships! By placing third at the Mid America Oireachtas (regional competi-

tion) on Nov. 24, Aaron qualified to dance at worlds which is being held in 

Boston, Mass. this coming March. This is the fourth time Aaron has qualified 

for the World Championships, where his competitive travels have taken him to 

Glasgow, Scotland and Dublin, Ireland. Here’s hoping the fourth time is a 

charm, Aaron. SV wishes you the best of (Irish) luck! 
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Sports Briefs 

Player of the Year! 

 

Congratulations to Ryan Vilella, the 2012 Pennsylvania State Soccer 

Player of the Year as announced by the Pennsylvania Soccer 

Coaches Association.  In addition, Ryan has been named to the 2012 

National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) Region 

II All America Team.  Both honors are a first for any boys’ soccer 

player from Seneca Valley.  Finally, for the second consecutive year, 

Ryan was named to the Pennsylvania All State team.   

Congratulations to Katie Brown, Morgan Chap-

man, Sydney Martini, Angela Seman, and Abbie 

Trzeciak for their outstanding accomplishments 

throughout the 2012 Volleyball Season.  Abbie 

and Angela were named All-Section, First Team; 

Katie and Sydney were named All-Section, Sec-

ond Team and Morgan Chapman collected Honor-

able Mention All-Section Honors.  In addition, 

Abbie and Angela were also named to the All-

WPIAL, Second Team.  And, finally, Angela Se-

man collected All-State honors in 2012.  A job 

well done to this outstanding group of Raiders’ student-athletes.  Pictured left to right are Morgan 

Chapman, Sydney Martini, Katie Brown, Angela Seman, and Abbie Trzeciak. 

Volleyball Success 

Soccer All-Star 

Congratulations to 

Morgan Williams 

for her recognition 

as a Pennsylvania 

All-State performer 

in girls’ soccer! 

Way to go,  

Morgan! 

Curtz headed to Gannon 

Congratulations to Jacklyn Curtz, senior swim-

mer and butterfly specialist, who recently signed 

a National Letter of Intent to continue her swim-

ming career at Gannon University.  Well done 

Jacklyn!  

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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SV to host ‘Sweetness & Light’ Gala 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, Seneca Valley Foun-

dation’s Sweetness & Light Gala will be held at 6 p.m. 

on Saturday, Feb. 9, 2013, at Heinz Hall in Pittsburgh. 

The gala will include numerous baskets to raffle and 

items to auction off, all of which total more than $7,000 

in value. The gala will also feature performances by the 

Seneca Valley Strings Quartet.  Small plate appetizers 

will be served and cocktails will be made available. 

The evening culminates at 8 p.m. with a performance of “My Fair Lady” by the Pittsburgh Sym-

phony Orchestra.  Just in time for Valentine's Day, Broadway stars Rebecca Luker and Doug 

LaBrecque join the PSO for "I Could Have Danced All Night" from My Fair Lady, the theme from 

Ice Castles and more. Michael Krajewski is the conductor. 

All proceeds from the gala will go to the Seneca Valley Foundation, a non-profit organization dedi-

cated to encouraging excellence and innovation in the Seneca Valley School District. 

Ticket prices, which include the gala and PSO performance, are: 

$60 - Gallery Section 

$80 - Family Circle Section 

$110 - Dress Circle or the Grand Tier Sections 

$60-$110 (depending on seat) - Orchestra Section 

Order online today at www.pittsburghsymphony.org/SenecaValley 

For more information, please call (724) 452-6040, ext. 1612. 

What’s happening in Cranberry Township: 

After the holidays, when you want to chase away the winter blues – Cranberry Township has some-

thing for that! Winter programs for all ages and interests…kindergym, basketball for all ages, dance, 

“Safe Sitter” babysitting class; volleyball, Legos, and group fitness. We could go on, but you can see 

for yourself! Call 724-776-4806 x 1129, or visit www.cranberrytownship.org/Programs 

Keep Your New Year’s Resolution!  Aerobics Membership Passes are on sale.  Use your pass, you to 

attend an unlimited number of classes. Options range from LesMills BodyPump to FitnessLite.  Call 

724-776-4806 x 1129, or visit www.cranberrytownship.org/Programs 

Center for Early Education Preschool.  Registration is open now for fall, 2013 preschool classes for 3, 

4 and 5 year olds. Call 724-776-4806 x 1129, or visit www.cranberrytownship.org/Preschool 

Cranberry Township programs are open to all! 

Cranberry Township Community Chest 2013 Project of the Year 

Fundraising is about to begin to replace the 22 

year old Playtime Palace playground in Com-

munity Park. To jump-start the $500,000-plus 

project, which will be named Kids Castle, a 

Cranberry Uniting Playground, the Cranberry 

CUP and Community Chest have pledged to be 

major sponsors. The playground which will 

have three themed play areas, a circular 

wooden stage and extensive landscaping in 

addition to its own restrooms, is connected by a 

network of pathways named for the arterial 

roads in Cranberry. A community-wide 

neighborhood and business fundraising effort is 

underway to help pay for the playground. If 

fundraising goals are met, the playground could 

be completed and open for use by September. 

To view the map, visit http://www.cranberrytownship.org/DocumentCenter/View/17323  

Additional details are available at www.CTCChest.org 

http://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/SenecaValley
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/Programs%0b
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/Programs
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/Preschool
http://www.cranberrytownship.org/DocumentCenter/View/17323
http://www.CTCChest.org

